


[bookmark: _GoBack]Special Collections Subcommittee Conference Call
May 24, 2011
10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Present:

Mark I. Greenberg (USF)
Barbara Lewis (USF), representing DISC
Laila Miletic-Vejzovic (UCF), recorder
Rich Bennett (UF)
Khalilah Hayes (FAMU)
Vicky Thur (FAU)
Eileen Brady (UNF)
Dean DeBolt (UWF)

Absent:

Sammie Morris (FSU)
Vicki Silvera (FIU)

Guests:

Priscilla Caplan, FCLA


1. Minutes from April 26, 2011 conference call were approved with a minor correction, i.e. the acronym for Special Collections Subcommittee noted as SPC, to change to SCS.  The group agreed that SCS will be an official acronym for the subcommittee.
2. Announcements: 
· Laila referred to Sammie Morris’s email sent shortly before the meeting, in which Sammie indicated she would not be able to join our conference call; announced that she would be moving back to Indiana for personal reasons; and, that she would not be able to serve any longer as the vice chair.  As of next week, Bill Modrow will be serving as co-interim head of FSU Special Collections, and SCS could contact him for future information.  Accordingly, Laila asked if they could possibly elect a new vice chair at the end of the meeting.  It was agreed that the group will seek nominations, or volunteers, and select a new vice chair during the next meeting.  Laila shall contact Bill Modrow to invite him to join the group during his interim appointment. 
3. Collection analysis for the existing Florida Environmental Collections in PALMM--Report from Priscilla Caplan:
· Priscilla noted that due to the time constraints she was not able to do a collection analysis to the extent that she was hoping to, therefore she gave a following general overview of the existing collections in PALMM:

· PALMM collections with mostly Florida environmental materials:
Big Cypress - 1260 items, mostly photographs; Florida Environments Online - 1043 items, including 469 U.S. Geological Survey documents; very heavily used collection With the Wild Things - audio of S. Florida radio program Southwest Florida Environmental Documents - 31 items

· PALMM collections with some Florida environmental materials:
Florida Heritage Collection
Florida Map Collection
· Non-PALMM collections hosted at FCLA with Florida environmental materials:
Reclaiming the Everglades - 577 items, in FIU's local unit FAU Faculty papers from Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute - 171 papers, mostly Florida and the Caribbean FSU D-Scholarship papers from Earth, Ocean & Atmospheric Science - 21 items, about half about Florida
· Non-PALMM collections not hosted at FCLA:
University of South Florida has environmental collections; University of Florida (UFDC) has environmental collections.
· Laila concluded that as evidenced, and previously discussed by the group, the material on Florida environment was currently “all over the map,” therefore the   goal would be to have it under one umbrella ideally as “one stop shopping,” to facilitate users’ access to it.  
· Mark asked about a possibility of doing a single search in PALMM.  There is a search engine in PALMM that searches across all collections, yet it would not retrieve all relevant material.  
· Priscilla also noted that there was another access through the portal, Florida on Florida (Florida Electronic Library), which is a catalog of digital materials related to Florida, including maps, photographs, postcards, books, and manuscripts, held by libraries, archives, museums and historical societies throughout Florida.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Priscilla followed up with an email, to indicate: “Another point I may have forgotten to say:  When we talk about discovery, we want to ensure there are as many paths to the materials as possible.  Everything in PALMM is in Mango; some of the non-PALMM materials are also in Mango.  Everything in PALMM about Florida (including environmental materials) is in FloridaonFlorida; USF Florida collections are also in FoF; I will have to check the others.”
] 

· Mark indicated that at USF they would like to host their own content, i.e. objects + metadata, to facilitate their patron’s access to the relevant material, and asked if in addition this content could be hosted by FCLA.  
· Priscilla answered that it would be feasible.  FCLA can harvest metadata available through OAI servers.  
· Everyone concluded that it would be ideal to have a single central location for patrons to search on a given subject e.g. digitized resources in any format about Florida environment.  
· Rich also noted that at their library, all digital work is done outside Special Collections, and Laurie Taylor could speak more about it.  He supported the idea of having a central location for searching on a given subject.  
· Vicki also followed by expressing her support for a central location to facilitate searching for patrons.  
· Mark again concluded that our patrons have certain expectations, in terms of seeking and finding information, which definitely should be enhanced by enabling them to find the information in one place. 
· Barbara indicated that if the content is housed by FCLA, they can only generate metadata count report (for statistical purposes) while for the ARL statistics we need the count for metadata + objects.  Also, currently the statistics count is generated by collections not institutions.  
· The group decided that at this point there were items for discussion that should be discussed further with DISC, and therefore a joint meeting with DISC should be the best.  
· Laila will contact Laurie Taylor and ask her to schedule a joint meeting DISC/SCS possibly on June 15, 2011 at 1:00 PM.   
4. Discussion about environmental related material held in Special Collections for future inclusion in an integrated PALMM digital collection:  
· Due the time constraints, Laila suggested that this agenda item be discussed at the next meeting.  She reported that she has received lists of digitized and non-digitized materials related to the environmental studies from individual institutions.  There are just a couple that she still needs to get.  Laila will put this item again on the agenda for the next meeting, and in the meantime, when she has a complete package, she’ll send it to the group, so that everyone would be prepared for discussing it.

5. Report from CPC: Laila
· No report since the CPC June-meeting was cancelled.

6. Report from DISC: Barbara 
· DISC has been working on born-digital collections metadata guidelines.  During their meeting in May, FCLA provided a demo about OJS, used for publishing scholarly journals in institutional repositories.  

7. Other:  
      Election of a new vice chair to replace Sammie Morris who is leaving FSU
· Laila asked for nominations and any volunteers so that the new vice chair could be elected during the next meeting.
· Next scheduled meeting on June 27, 2011 cancelled due to the ALA Annual Conference. Laila asked if they need to reschedule a meeting in June, and the decision was to wait and see what comes out of a joint meeting DISC/SCS in June, and schedule a SCS meeting if needed. 
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